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CALENDAR  

 

Virtual Baby Play 

For non-walkers and their 
caregivers 

Tuesdays 12:30-1pm 

Sept. 8th– Oct. 20 

Registration required 

 

Music & Movement 

Saturday, Sept. 12th 10am 

Registration required 

 

Parenting Class: Resiliency 

Registration required 

 

Virtual Storytime 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear 
What Do You See?  

Wednesday,  Sept. 23rd 
9:30am 

Registration required 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE  

FOR OUR WEBSITE 

Welcome to Parents as Teachers 2020!  For those who are new to the program, we are so 

happy to be able to join your parenting team!  

There was a time in June when I was really hopeful that we would be returning to your 

homes for our August home visits. Instead, the county COVID numbers started to spike 

and we find ourselves back on Zoom.  We are so grateful that you have continued to 

engage in these virtual visits with us and it is our promise to you that we will continue to 

strive to make them as meaningful and engaging as possible.  We appreciate that these times 

are crazy and hopping on Zoom can be a lot to manage, so it is our goal to tailor each visit 

to your specific needs and goals.  Please continue to share with your parent educator what 

areas you would like to focus on, if you would prefer more time spent with interactive 

activities, answering your questions and working on goals, or learning about what is coming 

next with development.   

Our word of the year for PAT 2020 is Resilience.  We want to help you cultivate resiliency 

in your children so that they will be ready to bounce back from whatever their future has 

for them.  We are excited about several opportunities to share these strategies with you.  

The first one will kick off in September with a podcast style conversation between myself 

and parent educator Melissa Ely.  We will record this episode and share it out with you to 

watch or listen when it works best for you.  We ask that you register for this training to 

receive the Zoom link and attachments.  We will talk about what resiliency in children 

looks like, how we help cultivate it and point you towards specific strategies you can start in 

your home right away.  We will also direct you to some of our favorite resources on the 

topic.  See the link to register in this newsletter.    

2020 has been quite an adventure, but with every crisis comes opportunity.  We will be 

looking for new opportunities this year to reach out to you in new and different ways and 

would appreciate your feedback along the way. Check out what we have planned this 

month in the following pages and we hope to connect with you soon! 

Best wishes,  

Michelle Kelly 

BV PAT Program Coordinator 

Follow us  on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BlueValleyParentsAsTeachers and 

on Twitter @BlueValleyPAT and on Pinterest www.pinterest.com/bluevalleypat/  

FOLLOW US! 

http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/parentsasteachers
http://www.facebook.com/BlueValleyParentsAsTeachers
https://www.pinterest.com/bluevalleypat/
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P A R E N T S  A S  T E A C H E R S  

Saturday Music and Movement via ZOOM! 
Join us for Music and Movement on Saturday, September 12 at 10 am!  This virtual class 

will be interactive and appropriate for ages 12-36 months. Blue Valley music therapist 

Natalie Hawkins will be our special guest.  Registration is required and space is limited.  

Click HERE to register. 

Teddy Bear Storytime 
Join us on Wednesday, September 23rd at 9:30am for our first LIVE zoom storytime!  

Grab a teddy bear or any other stuffed animal friend and join us as we read Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear What Do You See? by Eric Carle.  We will sing and play together as we 

enjoy this book. A follow-up email will include the recipe for Teddy Bear Toast, a link to 

the song and coloring page.  Click HERE to register. 

Baby Play with Amy Scavuzzo 
We are excited to announce that we will be introducing a Virtual Baby Play group 

connection that will begin September 8th and will run for 6 weeks until October 20th (no 

class on October 13th).  Every Tuesday Amy Scavuzzo creates a lesson of fun activities for 

non-walking babies and their caregivers to connect, sing and play.  The playgroup runs 

from 12:30-1pm.  This is a great opportunity to bond with your baby and meet other 

parents while still at home.  Space is limited so we are asking families to register online 

for this playgroup.  Click HERE to register.  Hope to see you at our first session of Virtual 

Baby Play!  

Walk and Read Event 
Watch for details about our upcoming Walk and Read 

event.   Walk and Read is a fun interactive activity involving 

early l i teracy development and fun physical 

exercise.  The  story of “Pete the Cat, White Shoes” by Eric 

Litwin and  James Dean, will be posted page by page along a 

walking path.  Each page will have an activity that correlates 

with the page of the book.  It’s a great way to get outside, read 

a book and get some exercise.  We will be sending out more 

details soon.    

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=1709
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=1709
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=1709
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Introducing our New Parent Educators 

Parenting Class:  Resiliency 
Join us for a conversation on Resiliency.  This parent training will be a recorded conversation between 

Program Coordinator Michelle Kelly and Parent Educator Melissa Ely.  Resiliency is always an 

important characteristic we want to build into our children, and now more than ever.  We have heard 

from many of you regarding the impact COVID is having on your families from juggling working from 

home, less structure to your days, less socialization for your children and added stress in your 

home.  This training will cover how we define resiliency in children, how we can teach children to be 

risk takers, problem solvers and bounce back from failures and disappointments.  The presentation 

will be conversation style with video clips as well as visuals and practical strategies you will be able to 

implement right away.  Your free registration will include a link to view the presentation as well as 

multiple handouts and additional resources. The link will be emailed in mid-late September. Click 

HERE to register. 

 

Catie Klocke is a North Dakota native who has lived all over the Midwest.  She has 

called Kansas home since 2017 and lives in Overland Park with her husband, 4 kids (ages 

16, 9 yr old twins, and 4) and two little dogs.  She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 

Education and has worked in a variety of educational settings over the past 18 years.  In all 

of her positions she has most enjoyed working to support families and is excited to 

continue this work with Parents as Teachers.  In her spare time, Catie enjoys cooking, reading, playing 

board games with her family and cheering on her kids at their sporting events.  

Leigh McCabe also joins our team this year.  I am so thrilled to join the Blue Valley 

Parents as Teachers Team!  Attending Rockhurst University I earned a M.Ed degree with 

an emphasis in Early Childhood Education.   I have enjoyed teaching in preschool and 

kindergarten classrooms in Prairie Village and Leawood.  My husband Benjamin and I have 

three sweet daughters and an ornery basset hound named Dorothy.  

Pumpkin Playdough Recipe 
 2 cups  flour 

 2 cups warm water 

 1 cup salt 

 2 TBSP vegetable oil 

 1 TBSP cream of tartar 

 Food coloring 

 1 tsp Cinnamon, 1 tsp ginger, 1 tsp nutmeg 

Put in a pot on the stove and cook until it become a mass.  Continue cooking until the playdough 

consistently looks dry.  

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=1709


Contact the staff if you have  

questions or concerns 

Monica Sumner 

mrsumner@bluevalleyk12.org 

 

Mollie O’Donnell 

modonnell@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2817 

Becky Carney 

blcarney@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2816 

Melissa Ely 

mely@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2814 

Catie Klocke 

cmklocke@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2813 

Mimi Nagle 

mnagle@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2807 

Ashley DeForest 

ardeforest@bluevalleyk12.org 

Amy Scavuzzo 

ascavuzzo@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2806 

Sonja Merino 

smerino@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2803 

Cindy Kunze 

clkunze@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2810 

Terry Jensen 

tjensen@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2808 

Michelle Tomlen 

mtomlen@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2811 

                    Terri Graham 

tgraham@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2809 

 

Julie Henry 

jmhenry@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2804 

Sarah Unrein 

srunrein@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2802 

Kristen Younger 

kmyounger@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2801 

Michelle Kelly 

Coordinator 

mkelly@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2815 

Amy Mertz 

Administrative Assistant 

amertz@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2800 

Leigh McCabe 

lsmccabe@bluevalleyk12.org 

624-2821 
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